
International Reading Association 
 

Paul A. Witty Short Story Award 
2008 

Eligibility and Selection Guidelines 
 
1. The entry must be an original short story (not a retelling of a folk tale, legend, or 

myth) appearing in a young children's periodical that regularly publishes short stories 
for children.  (These would be periodicals generally aimed at readers to about age 
twelve.) 

 
2. The entry must have been published for the first time in the eligibility year (2007). 
 
3. The short story must be submitted during the calendar year of publication; thus a story 

will be considered but one time. 
 
4. A story may be entered into the competition by members of the subcommittee, other 

members of IRA, or authors themselves.   
 
5. A story may also be entered into the award competition by its publisher (who may 

submit no more than three stories per periodical); publisher should send each 
committee member a copy of the periodical.  All entries must reach the 
subcommittee by December 1, 2007.  Author and publication should be included on 
the nomination form.  The pages of each story should be numbered (excluding the 
nomination form), and each page should bear the title of the story.   

 
6. Both fiction and nonfiction stories are eligible; each will be rated according to 

characteristics that are appropriate for the genre. 
 
 a) The story should create a believable world for the readers. 
 b) The story should be truthful and authentic in its presentation of information. 
 c) The story should serve as a reading and literary standard by which readers can 

measure other writing. 
 d) The story should encourage young readers to read by providing them with an 

enjoyable reading experience. 
 
     Russell W. Walsh, Chairing 
     Poetry and Prose Awards Subcommittee 
     Montgomery Township School District 
     1014 Route 601 
     Skillman, NJ  08558-2119 
     E-mail:  rwalsh@mtsd.k12.nj.us 
 



NOMINATION 
 

for 
 

Paul A. Witty Short Story 
 

2008 
 

International Reading Association 
 
 
 

I nominate the following original short story          
          (title) 
          . 
 
Author:                 
 
Publication:                
 
Edition:                 
 
 
 
 
 
Name of Nominator:               
 
Publisher:                
 
Address:                 
 
Telephone:         Fax:          
 
E-mail:                 
 
 
Please send a copy of article to each of the committee members on the back of this form. 
 
 
 
 

(Over) 
 



Paul A. Witty Short Story Award 
 
 
 

SEND A COPY OF ARTICLE AND PERIODICAL TO EACH OF THE FOLLOWING.  
PLEASE MARK LABEL AS PAUL A WITTY SHORT STORY AWARD. 
 
 
 
 
Russell W. Walsh, Chairing 
Poetry and Prose Awards Subcommittee 
Montgomery Township School District 
1014 Route 601 
Skillman, NJ  08558-2119 
 
Janine L. Certo 
Michigan State University 
429 Kensington Road 
East Lansing, MI  48823-4009 
 
Rebecca Kai Dotlich 
12970 Portsmouth Drive 
Carmel, IN  46032-8631 
 
Jacqueline Hansen 
Murray State University 
3201 Alexander Hall 
Murray, KY  42071-3340 
 
Steven L. Layne 
1151 N. State Street 
Elgin, IL  60123 
 

 
Shwuyi Leu 
Saint Xavier University 
3700 W. 103rd Street 
Chicago, IL  60655-3105 
 
Pamela L. Wright 
Paducah Independent School District 
800 Caldwell Street 
PO Box 2550 
Paducah, KY  42002-2550 
 
Mary Cash 
Executive Office 
International Reading Association 
800 Barksdale Road 
PO Box 8139 
Newark, DE  19714-8139 
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