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The ABC’s of Literacy 1deas

Internationhal Literacy Day is September 8. What a great time to begin a joint,
IRARI literacy project. Following is a list of possible ones. If you have others
please share. These projects are big and small, loCal and interhational, easy to
do and fairly complex. When Rotary ahd Interhatiohal Reading AssocCiation
parther in these projects, they Cah more successfully make strides to teach the
world to read. IRA has the literaCy knowledge anhd the contacts with schools
and educators around the country and world. Rotary has the volunteers ahd
the motto: “Service Above Self.” What a team!

A=Adult [iteracy Projects-Check in with a GED program or program teaching
second |lahguage learners, and Offer your services to help ah adult learnh to read,
prepare for taking their high SChool equivalency test, or pay for their GED test.
B=Backpacks for [ iteracy-Assemble baCkpaCks for deserving students at |0Cal
SsChools and deliver them the first week of sChool.
C=Cents for Books-Connect |oCally with a SChool or Classroom and extend
around the world. [Local Children Will read a total Of 1000 minutes of combined
reading time over a period of time. The Rotary Club will donhate 1 cent for every
minute read to be used to purchase books for a SChool in @ developing country.
Local children will learh about the school and children the books will be sent
to.
D=Dictionary Project-DiCtionary projects are a popular way for Rotary Clubs to
promote literacy in their schools. Check www.usadiCtionaryproject.org.
E=EVvery Child Ready to Read-Join together with your [OCal library in sponsoring
a month Of activities for Rotary’s Literacy Month in March. Help sigh up
families for library Cards.
F=Freeing Minds with Books-Collect books and CDs for inmates in the |ocal jail.
Follow their guidelines. BOOKS free minds.

=(zlobal Book Share-4A [ocal Rotary Club parthers with a Rotary Club in a
developing country, ahd each find 3-5 teaChers who would be interested in
partiCipating in @ professional book share about teaching literaCy. BOOKS are
purchased by the Rotary Clubs and global SChool connhections are assisted by
IRA. The teachers communiCate Via internet.
H=Habitat for Humanity Bookshelves-Rotarians purchase a bookshelf ahd books
for families moving into hew Habitat fOor Humanity homes.



http://www.usadictionaryproject.org/

I=]hternational [iteraCy Day Baby-Give the first baby born in your City, on
International Literacy Day, September 8™, a baby baCckpack filled with books
and a gift Card for a book a month at a |oCal bookstore.
J=Jourhal for Teachers-For approximately $50.00 a Rotary Club Cah purchase a
year’s subscCription to TRA’S Reading Teacher Jourhal for a SChool library in a
high need area ih the (J.S or in a developing country.
K=Kids + Books ih Hospitals- Collect hew Or gently used books for children in
hospitals to read while recovering from surgery Or illness. [iteraCy Canh be used
tO0 relieve the fear, [oheliness and paih Of younhg hospitalized Children.
=[iteracy Read Alouds-Rotarians Can Visit SiCk or disabled Rotarians Or past
TRotarians in their homes ahd read to them, inCluding the Rotarian.
M=My OQwh Book-Rotary Club adopts a Classroom and orgahizes monthly literacy
activities. (et to know the students and their book interests. At the end of
the year provide a book to each Child based on what they like to read. KiCK it
Off on Inhternatiohal LiteraCy Day, September 8. This is Similar to the project
found at Www.myownbook.net.
N=Nursing Home Read Alouds by Children-Once a quarter, round up children
anhd granhdchildren of ROtarians to read aloud tO senior Citizens at a local
nursing home This is truly a win-win experience for youngsters anhd oldsters.
O=0ne Book a Month for Babes-Rotariahs work with the [oCal Early Head Start
Program to provide one book a month for approXimately 10 babies who are high
heeds Children. [iteraCy tips are provided for the parents.
P=Pillowcase Dresses ¢ Books-Organize anh assembly line party at a Rotarian
home where members Cah make @ buhCh of pillowcCase dresses. Each dress Can
be desighed to coordinate with @ dohated book. PaCkage together in a Clear
bag and send them to a Rotary Club in AfriCan to distribute. They also have
shorts for little boys. Patterns at: Www.littledressesForAf£riCa.org
Q=0Quality Quips-Rotarians work with a |oCal bookstore to host @ “hug a book”
hight for Rotarians. While there each Rotarian fills out a “shelf-talker” Card
personally recommending a book to read. These are displayed with the book in
the store.
R=Room to Read-Rotariahs Can Ccoordinate with the Room to Read program to
transform the lives of children in developing countries by focusing on literacy
and gender equality ih education. www.roomtoread.org
C=Cpeaking of Books-AS a thank you gift to speakers at your Rotary Club,
purchase a children’s book for the |0Cal library based on the theme of the
speaker. Have the speaker sign it, and donate to your |oCal library, or SChool
library.
T=Tree of Reading (Reading Tree)-During October, Closet Cleaning Month,
Follow Reading Tree to Cleah out Your closets full of books ahd donate them to
Families that desperately want them. www.readingtree.org



http://www.myownbook.net/
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http://www.roomtoread.org/
http://www.readingtree.org/

U=0nder the Tree Teacher Development Project-Parther with the Ellensburg
Morning Rotary Club’s Training Teachers in Southerh Sudah Project. Ask us, or
check out wWww.ccsoe.com/litcom .

V=Virtual Book Connections-Rotary Clubs Cah CheCk www.epals.Com where
teachers and Classrooms from around the world are |ooking fOor cCommunity
conhnhections for correspondence and global joint experiences.

W=Wild About Books-Rotarians Can show up at SChools during breakfast or
lunch and just Sit around anhd read some Of their favorite Children’s booKs to
Kids.

X=Xtreme Read-Ih-Rotary members Cah orgahize a 2-3 hour Read-In at a library,
SChool or community center where partiCipants, inCluding Rotarians, show up in
their Comfy sweats With pillows in hand and settle in to read books ahd enjoy
Shacks.

Y=Youth Conhhectionhs-Parther wWith @ Classroom of teens Who heed books and
motivation. Conference with the teacher about what members Can do to
motivate and build bridges of educational opportunity and role models for these
students.

2=zzzzZBedtime Stories-ROtarians Cah Create g SpecCial local phohe humber
that is active between 6:30 and 8:30 PM, 2-¢ nights a week, and plays short
bedtime stories for Kids. Rotarians, especCially housebound members, Can record
Favorite stories that Cah be aVvailable for children to listen to before bedtime Via
this line.



http://www.ccsoe.com/litcom
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