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August 31, 2011


 


Dear Council and Affiliate Leaders,


 


As we approach International Literacy Day (ILD), September 8, 2011, we know that you are planning a full year of activities to support your members drive to help their students. 


 


IRA is focusing Literacy Day as a celebration of teachers.  While policy makers are pushing evaluations as the critical tool to improve schools, few understand that teaching is a demanding and exciting craft that integrates research and evidence with the experience of a professional teacher.  It is the combination that results in success.  At IRA’s ILD event, IRA President Vicki Risko will be highlighting several key issues.  She will focus on questions such as: Are teacher education programs being supported to provide teachers with the tools they need to work in an ever more demanding environment?  This environment includes new standards, new assessments, increased numbers of children living in poverty, increased numbers of students needing to learn English as an academic language, increased uses of technology, new uses of data, and a greater need to help more students to learn how to read and write complex text.





In short, teachers and teaching need to be supported, not simply measured. If you are in Washington, DC on September 8th join us at IRA’s International Literacy Day celebration on Effective Teaching: What does it take? To see the invitation please go to �HYPERLINK "http://www.reading.org/Libraries/Resources/LiteracyDay2011.pdf" \\t "_blank" ��Literacy Day�.


 


International Literacy Day also is an opportunity for your council to build support in your community. 


Introduce yourself to your local Rotary Club. To find your local Rotary Club email �HYPERLINK "mailto:programs@rotary.org" \\t "_blank" ��programs@rotary.org�. 


Consider creating a joint IRA-Rotary literacy project and apply for one of two Pearson Foundations �HYPERLINK "http://www.reading.org/Resources/AwardsandGrants/award_pearsonfoundation.aspx" \\t "_blank" ��$2500 literacy grants.�


 


Since 2002 the International Reading Association (IRA) and Rotary International (RI) have encouraged literacy awareness and literacy development projects between our two organizations. Rotarians serve at both the community and international level, and literacy and education are prime themes.


 


We encourage all IRA councils and affiliates to meet with their local Rotary Club president or literacy chair. Consider creating literacy partnerships focusing on communities at home and abroad. Rotary International also encourages RI clubs to reach out to IRA councils and affiliates.


 


Invite Rotarians and IRA members to a meet-and-greet, a conference or meeting, a visit to your school or community group, or any other option to initiate a friendship. There are many IRA members who are also Rotarians who are happy to speak about IRA working with Rotary.


 


IRARI, an IRA Special Interest Group, offers additional models of local and international IRA-Rotary literacy efforts. Search “Rotary” at the IRA website �HYPERLINK "http://www.reading.org/" \\t "_blank" ��www.reading.org� 


 


Thank you for your efforts to join with Rotary to improve literacy at home and around the world.


 


Sincerely,





�


Richard Long, Ed.D.


Director of Government Relations
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